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PUTTING STUDENTS FIRST




Aid Payment Information

The accompanying chart outlines details pertaining to aid payments and includes the timeline in which these scheduled payments should be sent to school districts based on current law. Information from the 2024-25 State Aid Handbook (pg.67-71) available at SED’s website was used in developing this schedule. 
Please note, certain payments listed within this payment chart may not be applicable to all districts. Also, the wealthier a district appears to be (based on various wealth measures such as Actual Valuation and Adjusted Gross Income), the longer they will have to wait for general aid payments to begin flowing to their district. 
We recommend that a school district track its aid payments for a full year, and then reference prior year payments when forecasting state aid for the current year. When going through this process, be certain to take into consideration any changes in the laws with respect to payments. We have a spreadsheet set-up for determining a district’s state aid and tracking payments at our website which you can access using this link. 
In addition to the “payment certifications” highlighted on the accompanying schedule, the State Aid Unit at SED provides the “Combined Fixed and Individualized Payment Schedule” for each school district. This schedule calculates each month’s expected general aid payment for school districts. This schedule is legislatively required to be available by December 1st and should be used in conjunction with the payment certifications to track general aid payments for a school district. You can find this schedule here. 
As always, if there are any questions regarding this information, please contact us at our office; 518-477-2635, option 1.
State Aid & Financial Planning Service – Questar III BOCES
10 Empire State Boulevard • Castleton, NY 12033 • Phone: 518.477.2635 • Option 1
http://sap.questar.org • Twitter: QIIISAP
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and Account Code to Charge
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Schedule
	Excess Cost
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Schedule
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Schedule
	STAR Payment Schedule
	Prior
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Accrual
	Other
	Who

Receives

	July
	Prospective Building Aid

(A3101) if not accrued in prior year.
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Districts due building aid from prior years as a result of the timing of the SA-139 filings may receive this payment.  If in prior year’s A410 “Due from State/Federal” do not recognize as revenue in the current year. There is a July Deferred Building Aid Payment Cert available at the NYSED State Aid website for districts receiving this payment.

	August
	Prior Year Excess Cost Aid payment (A410)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	All districts will receive this payment on or about 8/15.  The prior year’s (PY) Excess Cost Aid Cert will be updated to reflect this payment.  This is part of PY’s aid and should have been accrued on June 30th of the prior year. Districts receive 15% 

(lesser of estimate per Adopted Budget or actual) minus share of Medicaid 
payments.

	September
	Mobile Sports Wagering Payment (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	The payment represents the portion of the district's §3609-a aids paid in September with Mobile Sports Wagering funds.  A Mobile Sports Wagering Payment Cert will be available for your district for this payment.  

	September
	Cannabis Revenue Payment (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	The payment represents the portion of the district's §3609-a aids paid in September with Cannabis Revenue funds. Typically, a separate Cannabis Revenue Payment Cert is made available to districts which reflects details for this payment. However, no payment was made from this fund to districts during this current aid year because the State did not appropriate any monies from this fund for 2024-25.   

	September
	Lottery Aid/Textbook pmt.

(A3102 and A3260-Textbook)
	X
	
	X
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  Wealthy districts may only receive the portion related to textbook aid.  A Lottery Aid Payment Cert will be available for your 
district for this payment.  

	September
	Balance of PY General Aid Payment (A410)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Districts whose calculated General Aids exceed the projected amount in the PY 
adopted budget.  A September General Aid Cert is available for this payment.  If 
the PY GEN Output Report has an amount on line 42 that will be paid at this time.  Accrued @ 6/30 of PY.

	September
	BOCES Aid Payment

(A440)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	BOCES receives the balance of the prior year’s BOCES aid for its component districts in September and this is then forwarded to the school districts. There is no payment certification on the State Aid website for this payment.  Accrued @ 6/30 of the prior 
year.

	September
	Balance of PY Excess Cost Aids Payment (A410)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	Districts whose calculated Excess Cost Aids exceed the projected amount in the PY adopted budget. The prior year’s Excess Cost Aid Cert will be updated to reflect 
this amount on it.  If the PY Gen Output Report has an amount on line 130 that will 
be paid at this time.  Accrued @ 6/30 of PY. 

	September
	VLT Lottery Grant (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  A VLT Lottery Grant Payment Cert is 
available with payment information on it.

	October
	VLT Lottery Grant (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  The VLT Lottery Grant Payment Cert is 
updated to reflect the October payment.

	October
	General Aid Payment (A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Districts that rely very heavily on state aid as their primary revenue source may 
receive a payment in October.  Review PY activity to see if your district received a payment at this time. Payment will be made by 10/15.

	October
	STAR Aid Payment (A1085)
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	Districts which experience a loss in tax revenues due to a reduction in school taxes  
(stemming from reduced property assessments) may receive a payment by 
10/15.  Details pertaining to this payment can be found under the STAR Aid Cert.

	November
	VLT Lottery Grant (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  The VLT Lottery Grant Payment Cert is 
updated to reflect the November payment.

	November
	General Aid Payment (A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Heavily state aid dependent districts may receive a payment in November.  Review 
the General Aid Cert (this cert is generally on the web page by mid-November) to 
see if your district is scheduled to receive a payment at this time.  Payment will be 
made by 11/15.

	November
	STAR Aid Payment (A1085)
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	Districts which experience a loss in tax revenues due to a reduction in school taxes  
stemming from reduced property assessments may receive a payment by 
11/15.  Details pertaining to this payment can be found under the STAR Aid Cert.

	December
	VLT Lottery Grant (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  The VLT Lottery Grant Payment Cert is 
updated to reflect the December payment.

	December
	General Aid Payment (A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Many districts receive a Gen. Aid payment in December.  Review the General Aid Cert to see if your district receives a payment at this time.  Payment will be made by 12/15.

	December
	Excess Cost Aid Payment
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  This is the 1st payment for current year excess cost aids. Districts receive 25% (lesser of estimate per Adopted Budget or actual) 
minus share of Medicaid payments. An Excess Cost Aid Cert will be available to 
show the details of this payment. Payment will be by 12/15.

	December
	STAR Aid Payment (A1085)
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	Districts which experience a loss in tax revenues due to a reduction in school taxes  
(stemming from reduced property assessments) may receive a payment by 
12/15.  Details pertaining to this payment can be found under the STAR Aid Cert.

	December
	Charter School Supplemental Basic Tuition Aid (A3289)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Districts which pay charter school supplemental basic tuition for any resident  
students attending charter schools will receive a payment which is equal to 
the amount of tuition paid to charter schools each year.  Details for this payment can be found under the Charter School Supplemental Basic Tuition Payment Cert.

	January
	VLT Lottery Grant (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  The VLT Lottery Grant Payment Cert is 
updated to reflect the January payment.

	January
	General Aid Payment

(A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Districts will receive a January payment depending on what % of their total budget is funded by state aid.  Review PY activity to see if your district received a payment.  A payment cert will be available General Aid Spring Advance Cert with the winter payment amounts included though maybe not until after payment has been received.  Payment will be made by the last business day of January.

	January
	STAR Aid Payments (A3101)
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	Districts which experience a loss in tax revenues due to a reduction in school taxes  
(stemming from reduced property assessments) may receive a payment by the 1st business day of the month.  Details pertaining to this payment can be found under 
the STAR Aid Cert.

	February
	VLT Lottery Grant (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  The VLT Lottery Grant Payment Cert is 
updated to reflect the February payment.

	February
	General Aid Payment

(A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Districts will receive a February payment depending on what % of their total budget  
is funded by state aid.  Review PY activity to see if your district received a payment.  A payment cert will be available General Aid Spring Advance Cert with the winter payment amounts included though maybe not until after payment has been received.  Payment will be made by the last business day of February.

	February
	BOCES Aid Payment

(A3103)
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	BOCES receives a portion (25%) of the aid due to its components for the fiscal year 
and then forwards payments on to the component school districts.  There is no 
payment certification on the state aid website for this payment.

	March
	VLT Lottery Grant (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  The VLT Lottery Grant Payment Cert is
 updated to reflect the March payment.

	March
	General Aid Payment

(A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Districts will receive a March payment depending on what % of their total budget is funded by state aid.  Review PY activity to see if your district received a payment. 
The General Aid Spring Advance Cert will include this payment.  Payment will be 
made by last business day of March.

	March
	Excess Cost Aid Payment

(A3101)
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  This is the 2nd payment for current year 
excess cost aids. Districts receive 45% (lesser of estimate per Adopted Budget or actual) minus share of Medicaid payments. The Excess Cost Aid Cert will be 
updated to show the details of this payment.  Payment will be made by 3/15.

	March
	Instructional Materials Aid

(A3260, A3262 and A3263)
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	The balance of textbook aid and the amounts payable to the school district for 
software, library materials and hardware aid will be paid in March.  There will be a Textbook, Software, Library Materials, Hardware Cert for this payment. 

	March
	Sustaining Spring Advance

(A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Districts receive an advance of aid from the subsequent Spring payments.  The 
General Aid Spring Advance Cert will include this payment amount on it.  The projected April payment to the district will be reduced by the amount of this payment.  Payment will be by last business day of March.

	March
	End of Year Payment

(A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	If NYS has residual funds available from its “General Support of Public Schools” an 
End of State Fiscal Year payment may be made to school districts.  The projected 
June payment for districts will be reduced by the amount of this payment.  The 
General Aid End of State Fiscal Cert will be generated for this payment.  Payment 
will be by last business day of March.

	March
	Commercial Gaming Payment (A3102)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  The Commercial Gaming Payment Cert is updated to reflect the March payment which is 100% of the total commercial gaming 
grant amount.

	March
	STAR Aid Payments
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	Districts which experience a loss in tax revenues due to a reduction in school taxes  
stemming from reduced property assessments may receive a payment by 
3/31.  Details pertaining to this payment can be found under the STAR Aid Cert.

	March
	Charter School Supplemental Basic Tuition Aid (A3289)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	Districts which pay charter school supplemental basic tuition for any resident  
students attending charter schools will receive a payment which is equal to 
the amount of tuition paid to charter schools each year.  Details for this payment can be found under the Charter School Supplemental Basic Tuition Payment Cert.

	April


	General Aid Payment

(A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	The April payment as estimated on the General Aid Spring Advance Cert will be 
paid by the last day of the April.  It will be reduced by the amount of the Sustaining Spring Advance payment received in March.

	May
	General Aid Payment

(A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	The May payment as estimated on the General Aid Spring Advance Cert will be 
paid by the last day of the May.

	June
	Excess Cost Aid Payment

(A3101)
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	All districts will receive this payment.  This is the 3rd payment for current year 
excess cost aids.  Districts receive 15% (lesser of estimate per Adopted Budget or actual) minus share of Medicaid payments. The Excess Cost Aid Cert will be 
updated to show the details of this payment.  Payment will be by June 15th.

	June
	BOCES Aid Payment

(A3103)
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	BOCES receives a portion (30%) of the aid due to its components for the fiscal year 
and then forwards payments on to the component school districts.  There is no 
payment certification on the state aid website for this payment.

	June
	General Aid Payment

(A3101)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	The General Aids are recalculated based on data submitted through May 1 and the 
June payment is determined based on this info.  A new June General Payment 
Cert is created and made available for this payment.


