
Notice

 Knowledge Café PowerPoints are available on 
our website under the Webinar Tab:

 https://www.questar.org/services/financial/state-
aid-financial-planning/webinars/knowledge-cafe/
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Then scroll 
down…..

https://www.questar.org/services/financial/state-aid-financial-planning/webinars/knowledge-cafe/


Knowledge Café
for 

March 2021

State Aid Planning
February 23, 2021



February Agenda
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 March 2021 SBO Calendar
 OSC Tax Cap Website Link
 180 Day Requirement – What it Means, What Does Non-

compliance Cost the District?
 Federal Grants Audits/Annual Reporting
 Billings for Non-Residents – Who, What, When

 Questions and Answers

Presentation available at: https://www.questar.org/services/financial/state-aid-financial-planning/webinars/knowledge-cafe/



March SBO Calendar
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March SBO Calendar
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March SBO Calendar
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March SBO Calendar
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Remember 
CARES 

Act grants



March SBO Calendar
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Tax Cap Reporting
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 https://onlineservices.osc.state.ny.us/Enrollment/login?0

 Tax Cap Reporting is due March 1, 2021
 Make sure you have a password to use before the 

due date

 If you need to revise your original submission, you 
can do that throughout the springtime

 We have a Tax Cap Guidebook to help you:
Property-Tax-Cap-Guidebook-Final.pdf (questar.org)

 February’s Coffee Talk and Winter Workshop covered 
as well – recordings and PowerPoints available

Presentation available at: https://www.questar.org/services/financial/state-aid-financial-planning/webinars/knowledge-cafe/

https://onlineservices.osc.state.ny.us/Enrollment/login?0
https://www.questar.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Property-Tax-Cap-Guidebook-Final.pdf


Once You Sign In…
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Select the 6/30/22 Fiscal Year
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Can Print Tax Cap Summary
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Walks you through the process 
and includes additional guidance

Important to get it in timely – newspapers 
usually report information 



180 Day Calendar
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 To get full Foundation Aid:

We recommend you check your school calendars by March 2021 to see if 
additional days/hours need to be added before the end of the school year.

Further information available here:
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/statistics/enroll-n-staff/home.html

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.p12.nysed.gov%2firs%2fstatistics%2fenroll-n-staff%2fhome.html&c=E,1,PcipL7Mv-DvJFT4RSUxzX75Gr-PKE5eXnekBJ7HqzUTWmMIJBk11OwQbgI6bSYdKAl6sH2wmdP0dCcbhLm6gIwO_v1eF0PXWdPNCCL5fXew,&typo=1


What if Your District is Short?
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Lose 1/180th of Foundation Aid for each day (or partial 
day) short.  

The deduction occurs in the year following the short 
attendance school year.

The deduction is calculated by grade level.
• You don’t lose aid on those grades that met the 

minimums.



Deduction Shows on 
the GEN Report
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180 Day/900-990 Hour Calendar
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 When you complete Form A, check:
 Does it agree with your excel spreadsheet of 

hours and days?
 Do you have enough days reported?
 If not, does that make sense?
 If short, recommend you discuss with your 

superintendent
 Have estimate of potential aid deduct calculated



Federal Grants – Reporting due by 
March 31, 2021
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 If have >=$750,000 in federal expenditures, 
then need a separate Single Audit
 Audit report uploaded through Business Portal –

Survey 4

 If have between $550,000 - $750,000 in 
federal expenditures, then need to complete 
Single Audit Report Exemption Form

Presentation available at: https://www.questar.org/services/financial/state-aid-financial-planning/webinars/knowledge-cafe/
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Sample 
Form –

Link 
provided of 
where the 

form is 
located
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Where does this 
information come 

from?
Presentation available at: https://www.questar.org/services/financial/state-aid-financial-planning/webinars/knowledge-cafe/
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Non-Child Nutrition 
Federal Grants



Grants Finance Information
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CFDA = Catalog of 
Federal Domestic 
Assistance

84 = Department of 
Education

84.XXX
XXX = specific grant

Pass Through Entity 
is generally NYS 
SED

Your books



Other Common Federal Grants
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 Impact Aid in the General Fund 
 CFDA #84.041
 Direct (not passed through SED)

 Child Nutrition:
 https://portal.nysed.gov/pls/cn_port/cnkc_pkg.year

_end_query
 Passed Through NYSED
 Don’t forget Surplus Food from federal gov’t

https://portal.nysed.gov/pls/cn_port/cnkc_pkg.year_end_query


Example of Report from Child 
Nutrition
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Note: Report is 
on a cash basis 
so may need to 

look at two years 
to see the 
amounts 

recognized in 
the fiscal year.

10.XXX

10 = 
Department 

of 
Agriculture



Survey #4 Summary
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 Under Business Portal
 SED Monitoring and Vendor Performance System
 Office of Audit Services

 Survey #4

 If had a Single Audit – normally due 9 months after 
the year end (3/31). 12/22/20 OMB extended 3 
months due to COVID. Check with your external 
auditor.

 Complete Survey with either upload of Single Audit 
or Single Audit Exemption Form
 Due by June 30, 2021



What Every Business Official May Need to Know

Digging into Non-Resident Billings26



Non-Resident Billings
27

As a school district we may be called 
upon to provide services for students 
from other districts and/or sharing of 
our spaces with others.

This provides us the opportunity to bill 
others for providing the services.

Use of facilities, health services, parentally 
placed non-residents, foster care, 
homeless, neighboring districts attending 
your SWD programs, shared services, etc., 
etc.



Why Do I Need To Know This?
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 Yes, generally the billing for non-resident 
services is done by the Treasurer or accountant

 As an SBO it would be beneficial to know:
 Whom your district can bill and how much
 Who will be billing your district and how much

 Although billing is better sooner than later, many 
times it is done at the end of the year
 If significant, these receivables/payables can affect 

fund balance projections
 You want to set the tone for how and when billing 

will be done



Recommended Guiding Principle
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Remember, 
sometimes you 
are the payee, 
but sometimes 

you are the 
payer



What Could We Bill For?
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 Health Services – we are required to provide 
health services to the non-public schools within 
our district.
 Similar level of service as what we provide on our 

own buildings.
 Can charge back to other school districts the 

average cost of the service/per student for all 
children attending the non-publics from other 
districts.

 Depending on the number of non-public students, 
this can be a large dollar amount.
 Capital District – approximately $300-$1,200/student



Use of Facilities
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 Use of Facilities- Districts have the option of 
billing outside organizations for using district 
facilities – buildings and/or athletic fields

 Board policy on who can use facilities and fee 
schedule can help streamline this process

 Use of some type of form to outline 
expectations – estimated cost, who to invoice, 
type of organization – can also help

 Usually not a lot of money generated here
 Caution – many of the users are voters



Non-Resident Billings
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 Foster care children
 Parentally placed children

 In your school district
 In private schools within your district

 Homeless children from outside your district living 
temporarily in your district
 Previously homeless children remaining until EOY

 SWD attending your special education program 
from another district

 Shared programs with other districts



What May a District Bill For?
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 Generally, the net cost to the district
 Net cost would be:

Costs incurred
Less any State Aid generated
Excess Cost Aid
Foundation Aid

Less any Federal Aid allocated from grants
Section 611
Section 619



Average Cost vs. Actual Cost
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 Generally, bill at the Non-Resident Tuition (NRT) 
Rate (“Seneca Falls Formula”):
 NRT Rate output report available
 Rates for both General Ed and Special Ed (1/2 K, K-6, 7-

12)
 Estimated rates during the year and final rates the following 

December

 If child in specialized program, e.g.  F/T BOCES, 
private placement or in self-contained classroom, 
consider using the actual cost of the program
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From The List of Output Reports
36





Presentation available at: https://www.questar.org/services/financial/state-aid-financial-planning/webinars/knowledge-cafe/



Know The Placement Type of Your 
Children and Where They Are
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District #1

District #2-
5 minutes 

away



Best Practices
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 Inform person/organization that your district plans 
to invoice at the beginning of the process

 Make sure district employees are aware of 
opportunities/responsibilities

 Have Board policies on Use of Facilities/Rate 
schedules

 Use of contracts/forms, as appropriate
 Bill timely

 Consider payment plan
 Follow up on invoices

 Bill accurately
 Know your facts, provide sufficient details



Related Question: Does Having More 
Children Give Us More State Aid?

 Often, we hear of 
districts allowing 
non-residents to 
attend for free as 
they think the added 
student count will 
give them more 
State aid

 Generally, no.
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Once It is Determined that Your District Has 
Someone to Bill…..

 We have a Guidebook on Non-Resident Billing:
Reimbursement for Nonresident Pupils 

(questar.org)

 I love examples! This Guidebook delivers.
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https://www.questar.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Fnal-Non-Resident-Guidebook-for-2020-21.pdf
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Summary
43

 Review your understanding of services that 
your district can bill for

 Make sure your staff understands the process
 More complicated than it looks

 Check in on the process during the year
 Consider if there are services that your district 

can share with others
 Any win-win options out there for both districts?



Questions?

State Aid and Financial 
Planning Service

Questar III BOCES
10 Empire State Boulevard
Castleton, NY 12033
518-477-2635 
Option 1 (SAP)
http://sap.questar.org
twitter.com/qiiisap - @qiiisap
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Upcoming dates:

3/25/21 – April SBO Calendar
4/21/21 – May SBO Calendar
5/26/21 – June SBO Calendar
6/23/21 – July SBO Calendar

http://sap.questar.org/
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